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Introduction

Cognitive linguistics, of which includes cognitive semantics as a branch, refers to an
approach to language study that began to gain prominence in the 1970s. This field is
divided into two broad areas: cognitive semantics and cognitive approaches to grammar.
In cognitive linguistics, it is essential to first establish cognitive semantics, after which
grammar is analyzed based on this cognitive understanding. This implies that syntactic
and morphological concepts are grounded in semantics. Cognitive semantics explores the
relationship between human experience, conceptual systems, and the semantic structure
of language. One of the major topics within cognitive semantics is metaphor (Rasekh
Mahand, 2021: 24). Conceptual metaphor serves as a mechanism for understanding and
interpreting meaning, and, alongside theoretical frameworks, has become a significant
contribution to cognitive sciences. This is because we do not possess distinct cognitive
abilities for understanding and reasoning in cognitive domains; instead, we utilize similar
cognitive mechanisms in both concrete and abstract domains.

Cognitive Quranic semantics employs an approach to the semantics of the Quran that
draws on the achievements of cognitive linguistics. The term “cognitive semantics” has
become widely recognized among cognitive linguists and denotes a specific cognitive
orientation that applies the findings of cognitive linguistics to the analysis of natural
language semantics. Texts serve as significant manifestations of language, and it is
evident that we can utilize semantic results in their analysis, as linguists have effectively
demonstrated in practice. Cognitive Quranic semantics, in a sense, is an attempt to
understand the cognitive map of this celestial book. Nowadays, all sciences should
contribute to the Quran and religious thought, drawing on their insights to enhance the
analysis of this sacred book and to broaden religious knowledge.

Method
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This research is also based on Lakoff and Johnson’s (1980) theory of conceptual
metaphors and focuses on studying conceptual metaphors in Surah Al-Jumu’ah to
evaluate their claim in the field of semantic studies. In this regard, the question arises as
“to what extent is the theory of conceptual metaphor effective in religious texts?”” This
research seeks to find an answer to that question. The present study adopts a cognitive-
analytical approach based on Lakoff and Johnson’s (1980) theory of conceptual
metaphors and employs a library method. This surah is examined and analyzed from two
different aspects of metaphor; firstly, the type of metaphor, and secondly, the role of
metaphor. Initially, the verses of the Surah were categorized into propositional units, as
some verses consist of multiple propositions, and each proposition adds to the statistics
of the repetition of that topic in the Quran. Then, to extract conceptual metaphors and
conduct a more precise evaluation of the concepts within these propositions, the
historical, cultural, and interpretive background of each proposition potentially
containing metaphorical conceptualization was gathered and examined from various
exegetical sources and Quranic vocabularies, including Tafsir al-Mizan by Allameh
Tabatabai, Tafsir Nemuneh by Makarem Shirazi, Qamus Quran by Qarashi, Al-Ashbah
wa al-Nazair by Magqatil bin Sulayman, Tafsir Qerra'ati, and various online sources in this
field. The obtained samples of traditional conceptualizations were then re-evaluated
based on modern cognitive linguistic conceptualizations. To achieve this, various types
of metaphors used in the verses of the Surah were first extracted and categorized, and
then each category was placed within its respective group, namely structural, ontological,
and directional metaphors. Therefore, the target and source domains of each group were
identified to further analyze and examine hidden layers of meanings, thereby determining
the effectiveness of cognitive linguistic theory in religious texts.

Through examining Quranic evidence, the effectiveness of conceptual metaphor
theory in religious texts, including the Quran, is clearly evident. Investigating
metaphorical concepts in the Surah from the perspectives of metaphor types and their
roles, leads to a more accurate and precise translation and interpretation of the verses.
Ontological metaphors, based on the types of phenomena or material, personification, and
container metaphors, were applicable in the following verses. In phenomena or material
metaphors, it resulted in abstract concepts such as people, virtue, unveiling, precedence,
human actions, death, Friday, and the beginning being metaphorically conceptualized as
material phenomena to make them more tangible and concrete in the audience’s mind.

Discussion and Conclusions

In the personal metaphors used in verses (1) Ummi (unlettered), (8) death, (9) effort,
these abstract concepts do not have physicality that can be described. Therefore, by using
personification metaphor, these concepts become more perceptible. In the container
metaphor of verse (11) “enda”, “with Allah”, the abstract conceptual word of stability and
permanence, which lacks physical volume, becomes understandable through the spatial
relationship “with” that has volumetric properties. Another metaphor is directional
metaphor found in the word ‘va-abtaghu’, “seek” in verse (10). Considering that divine
grace and kindness are of higher importance than any worldly and afterlife grace, the
directional metaphor elevates the metaphorical concept of rational grace. Moreover,
composite metaphors composed of structural and ontological metaphors in verses (5), (8),
and (9).
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Through metaphorical imagery, coherence and consistency among the verses,
abstract concepts are conveyed to the audience in a more tangible and familiar manner.
Furthermore, the highest frequency of conceptual metaphors, in this surah, are in
ontological, structural, composite, and directional metaphors respectively. On another
note, the equal frequency of cognitive role repetition and usage role repetition of the
metaphor in the first stage and then the semantic role in the second stage indicates that in
Surah Al-Jumu’ah, facilitating human perception of abstract concepts through analogy
and evaluation (positive and negative) takes precedence. On the other hand, the transfer
of abstract concepts through the creation of novel and unfamiliar concepts in this blessed
surah takes secondary priority. Also, it seems that among the verses of Surah Al-Jumu’ah,
the richest hidden meanings and the window of attention of the Almighty are in verse (9).
This is because the analytical aspects of this verse demand more frequency of attention
and precision during the analysis period. And Allah knows best.

Keywords: Cognitive linguistics, Cognitive semantics, Conceptual metaphor theory,
Conceptualization, Al-Jumu’ah

References

Afrashi, A. (2016). An introduction to cognitive semantics. Tehran: Institutes for Humanities and
Cultural Studies. [in Persian]

Afrashi, A. (2021). Metaphors and cognition. Tehran: Institutes for Humanities and Cultural
Studies. [in Persian]

Charteris-Black, J. (2004). A critical analysis of metaphors (translated by Yekta Panah pour
(2019). Qom: Logus publication. [in Persian]

Croft, W. & Cruse, D. A. (2004). Cognitive linguistics. New York: Cambridge University Press.

Fauconnier. G. & Turner, M. (1998). Conceptual integration networks. Cognitive Science, 22(2),
133-187.

Fauconnier. G. (1994). Mental space: Aspects of meaning construction in natural language.
Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press.

Fauconnier. G. (1997). Mappings in thought and language. Cambridge and New York. New
York: Cambridge University Press.

Fauconnier. G. and Turner, M. (2002). The way we think: Conceptual blending and the mind’s
hidden complexities. New York: Basic Books.

Fillmore. Ch. J. (1982). Frame semantics. In The Linguistic Society of Korea (ed), Linguistics in
the Morning Calm (pp. 111-137). Seoul: Hanshin.

Ghaemi-nia, A. (2011). Cognitiv semantics of Quran. Tehran: Research Institute for Islamic
Culture and Thoughts. [in Persian]

Gharashi, S. A. A. (2017). Ghamus-e-Quan. Tehran: Darolkotob. [in Persian]

Izutsu. T. (1964). God and Man in the Quran: Islamic Book Trust, 2002.

Kovecses. Z. (2002). Metaphor: A practical introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Lakoff, G. & Johnson, M. (1980). Metaphors we live by. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Lakoff, G. (1987). Women, fire and dangerous things, what categories reveal about the mind.
Chicago and London: Chicago University Press.

Lakoff, G. (1993). The contemporary theory of metaphor. In Andrew Ortony, (eds.) Metaphor
and Though, (pp.202-251). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Langacker, R. W. (2008). Cognitive grammar: A basic introduction. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

Mahmoodian, M. (2010). The education of translation and concepts of the Quran. Qom: Osveh.
[in Persian]

Makarem Shirazi, N. (1993). Tafshir-e- nemuneh. Tehran: Darolkotob. [in Persian]

Conceptual Metaphors of Surah Al-Jumu'ah Farzaneh Mehrafza



4 | Journal of Iranian Languages & linguistics 8(2), Fall & Winter 2023

Pour Ebrahim, S. (2009). 4 cognitive study of metaphors in Quran: A contemporary approach to
metaphors (Unpublished Thesis in Linguistics). Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modarres
University. [in Persian]

Roshan, B. & Ardebili, L. (2020). An introduction to cognitive semantics. Tehran: Elm
Publication. [in Persian]

Safavi, K. (2020). 4 look at the history of semantics. Tehram: Elmi publication. [in Persian]

Sharifi, A. (2005). Semantics of Quran in the Esatern researchers based on Izutsu. Qom:
Religions and Demominations. [in Persian]

Sheikholhend, M.H. (2004). The literal translation of the Quran. Qom: Osveh publication. [in
Persian]

Sweetser, E. (1990). From etymology to pragmatics. Cambridge/ New York: Cambridge
University Press.

Tabataba'l, S.M.H. (1991). Al-mizan Interpretation. Allameh Tabataba'l Foundation. [in Persian]

Talebi Anvari, A., Mirdehghan, M., Abdolkarimi, S., & Darzi, G. (2019). Probe into object
metaphors in the twenty-six to the thirtieth parts of the Holy Qur'an, Linguistic Research in
the Holy Quran, 2(16), 1-20. [in Persian]

Yegane F, & Afrashi A. (2016). Orientational metaphors in Quran: A cognitive semantic
approach. Language Related Research, 7(5), 193-216. [in Persian]

Conceptual Metaphors of Surah Al-Jumu'ah Farzaneh Mehrafza



