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Abstract

Aspect is a semantic category that reflects the way the internal
temporal structure of a situation is conceptualized. This study
examines lexical aspect and proposes an aspectual framework for
verbs in the Bakhtiari variety of Lori. It aims to identify the factors
that determine grammatical aspectual categorization and to clarify
the role of context in aspectual shifts or alternations. The research
follows a descriptive—analytical method, and the data were collected
through interviews with five native speakers. The findings show that
although certain diagnostic tests are sufficient for identifying
aspectual types, instances of ambiguity and even overlap between
aspectual classes are attested. The telic and atelic properties of verbs,
as well as their aspectual behavior, are conditioned by semantic and
pragmatic context and may lead to changes in aspectual
classification; therefore, these properties are better treated as
features rather than independent classes. Moreover, formal and
semantic devices such as the auxiliary verb /d&sten/, the prefix /e/, and
the adverb /haj/ express continuity of action and may also indicate
futurity or imminence. Despite the use of a shared predicate for
different types of events in Bakhtiari, aspect plays a crucial role in
distinguishing event types. Taken together, the results highlight the
necessity of a comprehensive, context-sensitive, and pragmatically
informed analysis for identifying and classifying aspect in Bakhtiari
Lori.
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Introduction

Every language or dialect is an integral part of a nation’s culture, and its preservation requires
systematic linguistic documentation. The Lori language, with its diverse varieties, is susceptible
to change due to speaker migration, technological developments, and media influence.
Therefore, the compilation and documentation of its grammar and lexicon are essential. The
data from this research can contribute to the development of comprehensive linguistic
dictionaries and the creation of dialectological atlases of Iranian languages, as well as determine
the position of dialects within the genealogical structure of the Persian language.

The concept of aspect, as one of the fundamental topics in semantics, has attracted
considerable attention from researchers since the mid-twentieth century. This category pertains
to the way events unfold over time (Comrie, 1976). Aspect, along with other grammatical
categories such as mood and tense, occupies a central position in linguistic studies. Tense has
been extensively examined by linguists, resulting in various definitions. Tense is considered a
systematic representation of the relationship between two points along the linear dimension of
time (Givon, 2001: 286-287). Comrie (1985) suggests that tense is the grammatical expression
of temporal location. In essence, grammatical tense is a linguistic tool used to specify the
temporal position of events relative to a reference point, usually the moment of speaking. In
other words, it indicates whether an event occurred in the past, present, or future. This
interpretation enables humans to refer to past, present, and future events with precision and to
distinguish them from one another (Rezaei & Bahrami, 2018).

However, the simple past, present, and future distinctions alone cannot differentiate
between past continuous, past progressive, and simple past events. What helps distinguish these
finer temporal nuances is the grammatical category of aspect. Unlike tense, which situates an
event relative to the time of speaking, aspect concerns the internal temporal structure of the
event itself, independently of its relation to the moment of utterance.

This study aims to provide a systematic framework of aspectual classes in Bakhtiari Lori
through the analysis of the semantic properties of verbs and to address the following questions:
Which factors influence the determination of grammatical aspect in Bakhtiari Lori? How can
the role of context in changing or modulating aspect (aspectual modulation) be explained? In
this research, alongside presenting a lexical aspectual system of Bakhtiari Lori, the behavior of
verbs across different clauses is also analyzed.

Materials & Methods

This study employed a descriptive-analytical approach. Data were collected through interviews
with five native speakers of Bakhtiari Lori, aged 50 to 70, who mostly reside in western Isfahan
Province with limited proficiency in Persian and no university education. These characteristics
ensure the authenticity and indigenous nature of the data. The participants’ speech exhibits
notable differences from that of younger generations, even at the phonological level, which
further enhances the validity of the data.

Recordings were conducted in a natural and quiet environment and included both elicited
speech about personal experiences and spontaneous everyday conversations. In some cases,
recordings were made without prior notice, with speakers’ consent obtained afterward. All data
were meticulously transcribed and documented to allow for precise analysis. Additionally, the
author, as a native speaker of this dialect, used their linguistic intuition to assess the
grammaticality and acceptability of sentences.

Journal of Linguistics & Iranian Languages (10(2), Summer 2025)



Aspectual System and Aspectual Shift in Bakhtiari Fatemeh Salahshouri & Zeinab Mohammad brahimi

Discussion & Conclusion

In this study, aspect in the Bakhtiari Lori dialect was analyzed and described using the tests
proposed by Dowty (1979), Jackendoff (1983), and Vendler (1957), and classified into three
categories: stative, activity, and punctual. The data were collected from recordings of
spontaneous daily conversations of five native Bakhtiari speakers, primarily residing in the
western regions of Isfahan Province. The results indicated that although these tests were
effective in many cases, they did not always accurately determine the aspectual type of certain
predicates. For example, the stative predicate /fenaxten/ (‘to recognize’) did not conform to the
“for X time” test but appeared natural with the “in X time” test. This suggests that relying solely
on a single test is insufficient for identifying aspectual type, and that contextual and other
syntactic elements must also be taken into account.

A key feature of stative verbs is their atelic nature. These verbs, which merely describe a
state of existence or an attitude, do not inherently aim toward a specific goal and generally do
not naturally co-occur with time-bounded adverbials. Nevertheless, although /fenaxten/ (‘to
recognize’) is a stative predicate, it was found to be compatible with the “in X time” test,
highlighting the need for a more fine-grained approach to aspectual classification.

The findings also indicate that aspect in Bakhtiari Lori is influenced by context, adverbials,
and other syntactic elements, allowing verbs to shift from one aspectual category to another, a
phenomenon referred to as aspect shift. For instance, the verb /esteejden/ (‘to buy’) functions as
an atelic verb in some contexts but as a telic verb in others, depending on the presence of a
complement or object. This suggests that telicity should be treated as a flexible feature rather
than a fixed aspectual category. Punctual verbs, such as /morden/ (‘to die’), have a clearly
defined endpoint, where the occurrence and completion of the event coincide, making them
difficult to distinguish.

Conversely, the verb /deer zaejden/ (‘to knock on the door’) functions as a punctual predicate
in certain contexts, conveying the meaning of ‘to close the door,” while in constructions such
as /daer e-zaen-e/, it denotes repetition and continuity of the action of knocking. In the simple
past tense with perfective aspect, this verb behaves as a punctual verb, marking the transition
of the door from an open to a closed state; however, with progressive aspect, it conveys a
different meaning. Thus, despite the use of a shared predicate for these actions, the aspectual
type plays a crucial role in how listeners interpret the nature of the event.

In Bakhtiari Lori, the concept of progressivity is expressed through two distinct strategies:
the use of the auxiliary verb /daften/ (‘to have’) and the verbal prefix /e-/ (equivalent to /mi-/ in
Standard Persian), as well as through adverbs such as /h&j/ (‘continuously’). Progressive
constructions in this dialect not only denote the continuity of an action but are also used to
indicate an event that is about to occur or will take place in the near future. This feature reflects
the semantic and functional development of progressive structures in Bakhtiari Lori.
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