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Abstract

The research scope of fiction literature is widening day by day with

new perspectives and horizons; as if the art and capacity of story—

and its discourse full of wonder and enigma—refuse to come to a halt.

What we read in You Are No Stranger Here (Shoma ke Gharibe Nistid)

(Houshang Moradi Kermani, 2015/[1394]) is an autobiographical

writing of the author’s childhood and adolescence, in an intimate and Keywo rds:
profound tone, wherein the reader discovers the meaning of many
textual propositions neither subject to primary, pre-given structures Greimas
nor under the dominance of an actantial program and narratological .

and manipulative semio-semantics, but rather within the expanse of Imper_fect|on (of
verbal communication and within two systems: co-occurance and meaning)

contingency (chance). The present article, using a descriptive— | You Are No Stranger
analytical approach, aims to study these two systems in the Hare

aforementioned narrative work. Accordingly—based on the doctrine Semiotics

of the “imperfection (of meaning),” and within Algirdas Julien

Greimas’s post-structuralist studies—it examines stative and

emotion-oriented semio-semantics and its aesthetic events. Findings

suggest that, in contemporary fiction, meaning has acquired new

coordinates whose history and geography are constituted not

through opposition or parity between form and meaning, but

through equivalence between the two; hence, meaning is fluid,

elusive, dynamic, and sliding.

Review History
Received: 13 August 2025 Accepted: 04 October 2025

How to cite this article:
Pourgharibshahi Shahr Babak, M., Bazoubandi, H. and Razmdideh, P. (2025). Imperfection (of meaning)

in the Semiotic Reading of You Are No Stranger Here. Journal of Linguistics & Iranian Languages, 10(2),
1-17. https://doi.org/10.22099/jill.2025.53980.1439

COPYRIGHTS ©2025 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution (CC BY-NC 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as
long as the original authors and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publisher.


file:///K:/khak Rangin/JILL/Print/10/2/0009-0007-3213-5179
file:///K:/khak Rangin/JILL/Print/10/2/0000-0001-8317-7677
file:///K:/khak Rangin/JILL/Print/10/2/0000-0002-9373-848X
https://doi.org/10.22099/jill.2025.53980.1439
mailto:Ehsan.mohammadiorg@iran.ir
mailto:bazoubandi.h@vru.ac.ir
mailto:p.razmdideh@vru.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22099/jill.2025.53980.1439

Imperfection (of meaning) in the Semiotic Reading Mohsen Pourgharibshahi Shahrbabak & et al.

Introduction

Contemporary Persian fiction, particularly in narratives emerging from the depths of lived
experience, constitutes a dynamic arena for the representation and constitution of meaning
within the context of everyday life. Among these works, the novel You Are No Stranger stands
out as an exemplary autobiographical narrative, in which the author, drawing upon personal
memories, reconstructs a world of suffering, deprivation, and lived reality through language. In
this work, language is not merely a vehicle of representation; rather, it becomes a site for the
manifestation of emotion, perception, and experience, where meaning is generated in relation
to affective life and human presence. From this perspective, poststructuralist semiotics—
particularly in Greimas’ reading—provides an effective framework for examining the
mechanisms of meaning production through experience and emotion. While previous analyses
have largely focused on the narrative’s level of action, the issues of “imperfection of meaning”
and “affective subjectification” in this novel have remained underexplored.

This study, drawing on Greimas’ affective semiotics, seeks to demonstrate how the
transition from an action-based structure to an affective one channels meaning from the level
of representation to the realm of perception and emotional life, thereby transforming the
narrative discourse into a multilayered domain of human experience. Therefore, the aim of this
research is to examine the interaction between humans and life and lived experience in the
process of meaning-making and to answer the following key questions: How is a sensory-
emotional semiotics reflected in the novel? What role does the system of contiguity and
coincidence play in gaps of meaning? How does the subject’s transformation into sensory and
aesthetic dimensions enable perceptual and empathetic experience?

Materials & Methods

The present study is descriptive-analytical and conducted within the framework of Greimas’
discourse semiotics. The research corpus consists of the autobiographical narrative You Are Not
a Stranger by Houshang Moradi Kermani (Moein Publications, 37th edition, 1394), selected
with the aim of analyzing the process of meaning formation and examining discursive systems,
particularly sensorial-affective readings.

The study was carried out in three main steps: first, the text was systematically divided
into analytical units, including movements, episodes, and meaning-bearing paragraphs,
followed by a condensed reading to understand the context and narrative tone. Second, semiotic
markers, aesthetic events, manifestations of lived experience, and elements of implicit language
were extracted and coded, and the codes were mapped onto the theoretical notions of the study,
including co-occurrence system, contingency system, aesthetics of suffering, myth, and the
position of the narrator/speech. Third, the obtained codes were comparatively aligned with
Greimas’ theoretical structures to represent the transition of meaning from the formal level to
implicit, mythic, and deficient levels. Each analytical unit was examined in a temporal-narrative
manner to reveal recurring patterns such as co-occurrence, contingency, and the role of
affective-perceptual subject, thereby providing the basis for answering the research questions.

Results & Discussion

he data analysis of the novel You Are Not a Stranger is grounded in Garms’ semiotic-semantic
framework, focusing on two principal systems: the sensory-convergence system and the
accidental system. In the sensory-convergence system, the narrator continuously engages with
the world, discovering elusive and layered meanings through a perceptual-cognitive lens.
Components such as viewpoint, time, space, and lived experience render the textual semantic
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system dynamic and fluid. The narrator’s shifting perspectives liberate the narrative from
frozen, determinate meanings, transforming it into a fluid and metaphorical discourse. Lived
experience endows events with implicit, multifaceted meanings, while time—perceived as both
cognitive and sensory—Ilinks the narration to the reader’s experiential presence. The networked
and discontinuous nature of space positions the narrator as a “affective-perceptual subject,”
enabling unexpected and emergent meanings.

Within the accidental system, unforeseen and uncontrollable occurrences generate
meanings that are uncertain and non-guaranteed, with tacit and latent language playing a central
role in meaning-making. The aesthetic of suffering and lived experience transforms characters’
hardships and failures into meaningful semiotic signs, fostering emotional resonance and deep
empathy with the reader. Furthermore, the intersection of mythopoetic aesthetics and chance
merges form and meaning: objects and elements of nature (such as the novel’s four trees) are
stripped of their primal significance and introduced into an open-ended semiotic and
interpretive continuum. Here, meaning emerges first in alignment with the subject’s perception
and subsequently approaches semantic imperfection, in contrast to narrative or inferential
systems where deficit precedes the agent’s compensatory action.

In sum, the novel synthesizes the sensory-convergence and accidental-event systems to
generate meaning at the intersection of lived experience, myth, and aesthetics. It immerses the
reader in a complex semiotic process of sensory perception, social experience, and symbolic
interpretation, rendering meaning perpetually fluid, multilayered, and dynamic.

Conclusion

This study, drawing on Greimas’ semiotics approaches, demonstrates that meaning in the novel
You Are No Stranger is neither predetermined nor governed by a fixed program; rather, it
emerges from the interplay between action, perturbation, and sensorial-perceptual factors. The
narrative unfolds as a series of movements, wherein each action, situated within tension and
disturbance, confronts meaning with new dynamics and fresh imperfections. The protagonist,
“Houshu,” is a dynamic and unpredictable agent whose actions do not conform to narrative
schemata or induced flows; instead, they gain vitality akin to the natural course of life, shaped
by unforeseen events and incidents.

The novel’s emphasis on human life and presence within its flow renders meaning fluid,
fragile, and multifaceted; semantic values are defined through lived experience, perspective,
temporality, and spatiality, drawing the reader into the unpredictable current of life. The
narrative discourse is open and dynamic, co-constructed through the interplay of the reader’s
horizon with the mind and language of the narrator; the alignment of form and meaning, rather
than opposition, produces a shifting, evolving structure of meaning.

Moreover, semantic occurrences, by subverting the formalist authority of language, unfold
independently of the agent’s control or any predetermined program, opening new discursive
horizons for the reader. The aesthetic and mythopoetic sensibilities of both narrator and
protagonist toward suffering and painful life experiences exemplify this dynamic discourse.
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