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Introduction
This study is based on Hart’s approach (2010), which combines the tools of cognitive linguistics

with critical discourse analysis. Accordingly, conceptual metonymy (Radden & Koévecses,
1999) and the concept of antagonism (Laclau & Mouffe, 2001), are used to answer the question,
“How can cognitive linguistics be applied in critical discourse analysis and present a micro to
macro analysis?”. To this end, a corpus made of the Iranian presidents (Mohammad Khatami,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and Hassan Rouhani) at the United Nations General Assembly from
1998 to 2019 was studied, focusing on the Palestine-Israel conflict to discover the nature of
each president’s discourse regarding the conflict through a three-level analysis. The micro level
includes analyzing the metonymic relationships; the meso level presents a discursive
interpretation based on those relationships, and the macro level offers a critical-cognitive
explanation of the antagonistic concepts within the competing discourses.

This research aims to understand the discourse features of the three presidents of the Islamic
Republic of Iran towards the Palestine-Israel conflict; an area where many of its concepts have
implicit formulations and apart from explicit references to the conflict’s events, in Some cases,
it is characterized by silence toward certain referents, implicit conceptualizations and cliché-
based other-makings. Meanwhile, metonymy represents how identity-borders are drawn by
entering the hidden layers of the discourse. Through such an analysis, the researcher can move
to the meso and macro levels to understand how antagonism is articulated between competing
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discourses. With such an approach, this research answers two central questions: how can
critical-cognitive discourse analysis be applied in rethinking Laclau and Mouffe’s (2001)
discourse theory, and what attitude each discourse has towards the Palestine-Israel conflict.

Materials and Methodology

The data analysis in this study is conducted at three levels: micro, meso, and macro. At the
micro level, the metonymy-producing relationships are analyzed to show the interaction of
forces based on linguistic choices. At the meso level, these relationships are conceptualized in
the framework of critical-cognitive discourse analysis (Hart, 2010), and at the macro level, the
findings from the first two levels are placed in Laclau and Mouffe’s (2001) discourse theory to
show the functions of each metonymy-producing relationship in the discursive formations,
antagonisms, and identity-based border-makings. These border-makings lead us to how each
discourse articulates its approach toward this conflict.

To analyze the subject, phenomena, processes, and political and social trends of this study,
a three-level model is proposed that comprises micro, meso, and macro levels. These three
levels align closely with Fairclough’s three levels of analysis, which include semiotic, content,
and contextual analyses. However, in this study's model, the first level focuses on text analysis
using cognitive tools (metonymy), the intermediate level involves discourse analysis, and the
macro level conducts analysis grounded in discourse theory.

This model differentiates itself from the approach suggested by Hart (2010-2011), who
does not focus on a single critical analysis model and generally employs cognitive tools for
critical analysis. In contrast, this study integrates discourse theory with cognitive tools in its
evaluation. This integration sets the data analysis method in this study apart from the model
proposed by Hart.

Three speeches by Seyed Mohammad Khatami (1998-2001), eight speeches by Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad (2005-2012), and seven speeches by Hassan Rouhani (2013-2019) at the General
Assembly of the United Nations form the research corpus. Each of these speeches is analyzed
with a focus on discovering metonymies used in the Palestine-1Israel conflict. Then the roles of
these metonymies are discussed in the context of each discourse. Finally, it is explained how
they affect identity-related border-makings. These three levels eventually reveal the cognitive-
discursive patterns of the three presidents under discussion.

Results and Discussion
The findings confirm the effectiveness of this combination and demonstrate that the three
discourses utilize metonymy to emphasize the identity-related aspects of their common other
(Israel) to underscore its negative traits. Furthermore, the metonymy-producing relationships
are employed by each discourse to create a cliché of the actions of that other.

The findings show that all three discourses have adopted a more or less similar approach in
rejecting their outgroup (Israel) and profiling its actions and practices. Among the different
metonymy-producing relationships used, the ACTION FOR AGENT metonymy is a common
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one in all the three discourses by means of which the violent actions of the outgroup (Israel) are
emphasized and stereotyped in order to indicate that this behavior is inherent in this discursive
other and must be confronted. All the three discourses provide access to a specific entity in the
Palestine-Israel conflict. Khatami makes relatively the most use of metonymy-producing
relationships, which is indicative of the fact that he draws more implicit boundaries with his
discursive other. However, the repetition of some metonymy-producing relationships in all the
three discourses reveals similar approaches to address the identity-related dimensions of Israel
as the other and uses them to foster antagonism. Ahmadinejad and Rouhani, with fewer
metonymy-producing relationships than Khatami, deal with the differentiating aspects of the
outgroup compared to the ingroup, with more or less similar relationships. Furthermore,
metonymy is a tool for stereotyping the outgroup’s behaviors. This stereotyping leads to the
delegitimization of “Israel”, hence portraying it as an entity that violates the rule of law in
various ways.

Conclusion

Based on the findings, the analysis of metonymy-producing relationships paves the way for the
identification of ingroup and outgroup identity dimensions because they expose the patterns of
access to discourse entities. This provides us with the implicit cognitive reasons behind ingroup
attraction and outgroup rejection. In studying the three discourses in question, it was concluded
that Khatami’s discourse approach to the Palestine-Israel conflict does not show any trace of a
tendency toward political reconciliation with the Israeli government as the discursive other.
Khatami uses metonymy-producing relationships to stereotype Zionist behavior in Palestine.
He addresses the entire category of Zionism as well as its members to deny trust in its entirety
and to negate the ability of this entity to create security in Palestine. Ahmadinejad uses
metonymy-producing relationships such as ACTION FOR AGENT and PLACE FOR
RESIDENTS. Ahmadinejad, in line with the Islamic Revolution’s meta-discourse and like the
previous discourse, denies the possibility of political reconciliation with Israel and moves
towards foregrounding and highlighting what has happened in Palestine.

Rouhani also denies the possibility of political reconciliation not only with Israel but also
with the United States. Using ACTION FOR AGENT metonymy, he refers to Israel’s crimes
in Palestine and equates them with apartheid in Africa. He discusses the enactment of the Jewish
state’s racist law and the transfer of the US embassy to Jerusalem, both of which serve as
vehicles for accessing US activism. The analysis of the metonymy-producing relationships
shows that Rouhani’s discourse views Israel and its main supporter, the United States, as
violators of the rule of law through their actions, thereby attempting to undermine international
political trust in them.

Methodologically speaking, the construal tools of cognitive linguistics such as metonymy
are well-suited to be employed at the micro-level analysis based on which the critical discourse
analyst can build the discursive analysis as the meso level and integrate these two with Laclau
and Mouffe’s (2001) discourse theory as the macro level.
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