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Introduction
Violence, as a multifaceted socio-cultural phenomenon, has become a pervasive theme in

contemporary media, particularly in television series. In Iran, home-video-network platforms—
such as domestic streaming services—have emerged as influential cultural intermediaries,
shaping societal norms and reflecting ideological tensions. This study investigates how violence
IS represented in seven Iranian home-video-network series (Pust-e Shir, Yaghi, Gorbagheh,
Zakhm-e Kari, Nahang-e Abi, Mikham Zendeh Beman, and Siavash), employing an integrated
framework of semiotics (Roland Barthes, 1968; John Fiske, 2005) and critical discourse
analysis (Norman Fairclough, 2003). By analyzing 485 violent scenes across these series, the
research explores the interplay between linguistic, visual, and ideological codes in constructing
violence as both a narrative device and a reflection of power dynamics.

The study addresses a critical gap in existing literature, as most prior research on media
violence in Iran focuses on cinema or news media, neglecting the nuanced portrayal of violence
in domestic television serials. Furthermore, while semiotic and discourse analyses have been
applied separately in media studies, their synthesis offers a novel approach to decoding the
layered meanings of violence in audiovisual narratives. This research contributes to
understanding how violence is ideologically framed, socially normalized, and culturally
legitimized through media texts, providing insights for policymakers and media producers
seeking to address its societal implications.

Materials & Methods
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, combining qualitative semiotic analysis
with quantitative frequency measurements. Seven Iranian home-video-network series were
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selected based on their thematic diversity and popularity, encompassing 126 episodes totaling
5,984 minutes of content. A systematic observation protocol was employed to extract 485
violent scenes, categorized into five types: physical, psychological, verbal, symbolic, and social
violence.
Analytical Frameworks:
1. Barthes’ Semiotics (1968): Applied to decode latent meanings of violence through
five codes:
o Hermeneutic Code (unresolved tensions),
e Proairetic Code (action-driven scenes),
e Cultural Code (societal norms),
e Symbolic Code (binary oppositions),
« Semantic Code (character psychology).
2. Fiske’s Three-Level Semiotics (2005): Analyzed violence at three levels:
 Signs (linguistic/visual elements),
o Codes (technical, social, ideological systems),
« Ideologies (power structures).
3. Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (2003): Examined violence through three
dimensions:
o Description (textual/visual features),
« Interpretation (audience reception in socio-cultural contexts),
« Explanation (institutional and ideological underpinnings).

Quantitative data were derived using frequency counts to determine the prevalence of
violence types. Qualitative analysis focused on exemplary scenes, dissecting how semiotic
codes (e.g., lighting, dialogue, framing) and discourse strategies (e.g., power relations, gender
stereotypes) construct violence as a social narrative.

Results & Discussion
Quantitative Findings
Verbal violence dominated the dataset (39.4%), followed by psychological (19.15%), physical
(19.03%), symbolic (15.22%), and social violence (8.04%). Nahang-e Abi exhibited the highest
frequency (21.13% of scenes), while Pust-e Shir had the lowest (8.05%). Temporal analysis
revealed that longer series did not necessarily correlate with higher violence density,
underscoring the role of genre conventions (e.g., drama vs. historical) in shaping violent
content.
Semiotic and Discourse Analysis
1. Barthes’ Codes in Violence Representation:
o Hermeneutic Code: Ambiguous violence (e.g., off-screen physical abuse in Zakhm-e Kari)
heightened tension without explicit depiction, engaging viewers in interpretive acts.
e Proairetic Code: Violent actions (e.g., breaking glass in Pust-e Shir) acted as narrative
catalysts, escalating familial conflicts.
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o Cultural Code: Traditional clothing in Yaghi reinforced gender hierarchies, justifying
symbolic violence against women.

o Symbolic Code: Nahang-e Abi juxtaposed “self” (male) and “other” (female) through
claustrophobic framing and dim lighting, symbolizing systemic oppression.

« Semantic Code: In Gorbagheh , narcissistic character traits amplified psychological
violence, linking personal flaws to socio-cultural norms.

2. Fiske’s Levels of Analysis:

« Signs: Cold lighting and tight framing in Siavash visually encoded social suppression.

e Codes: Fast editing and aggressive music in Mikham Zendeh Beman heightened threat
perception (technical code), while derogatory maternal dialogue in Gorbagheh reflected
patriarchal norms (social code).

o ldeologies: Zakhm-e Kari normalized symbolic violence (e.g., restricting women’s
decision-making) as part of traditional gender ideology.

3. Fairclough’s Discourse Dimensions:

o Description: Imperative sentences and harsh lighting in Pust-e Shir framed violence as
mundane.

o Interpretation: Audiences interpreted Nahang-e Abi ’s verbal abuse as emblematic of
gender inequality.

« Explanation: Zakhm-e Kari positioned violence as a tool for maintaining institutionalized
patriarchy, linking individual acts to structural power.

Key Themes

« Verbal Violence as Ideological Tool: Dominance of verbal aggression (e.g., insults, threats)
reflects its efficacy in conveying ideological messages without overt physicality.

e Gendered Symbolism: Female characters were disproportionately subjected to symbolic
violence (e.g., restricted agency), mediated through visual codes like oppressive settings.

e Normalization of Power Dynamics: Violence was often portrayed as ‘“natural” within
patriarchal frameworks (e.g., Yaghi), legitimizing inequitable gender roles.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that violence in Iranian home-video-network series operates as a multi-
layered discourse, intertwining semiotic codes with socio-political ideologies. Verbal violence,
as the most prevalent form, serves as a vehicle for ideological critique, reflecting and
reinforcing power imbalances. The synthesis of Barthes’ semiotics, Fiske’s layered analysis,
and Fairclough’s discourse framework reveals how violence is not merely depicted; it is
actively constructed through technical choices (e.g., lighting, dialogue), cultural norms, and
institutional power structures.

The findings urge media producers to consider the ethical implications of normalizing
violence, particularly its gendered dimensions. Policymakers should prioritize media literacy
programs to enhance audience critical engagement. Future research could expand the dataset to
include international comparisons or employ audience reception studies to explore viewer
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interpretations. By addressing these dimensions, scholars and practitioners can mitigate the
cultural reinforcement of violence and promote socially responsible storytelling.

Keywords: Representation Of Violence, Semiotics, Home-Video, Critical Discourse
Analysis.
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