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Noun Inflectional Categries in South Bashagardi

A. Ahangar’, A. Rostami’ and S. Seddiqi-nejad?
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Abstract

An investigation of the noun system in South Bashagardi reveals that the
manifestation of its morpho-syntactic categories distinguishes this dialect
from other Iranian dialects and languages. Accordingly, the present research
tries to linguistically investigate and describe five nominal morpho-syntactic
categories of this dialect including number, gender, definiteness, case, and
possession. Accordingly, the research data were collected by fieldwork
method and recording the free speech, filling questionnaires and
interviewing seven male and five female middle-aged and illiterate/under-
educated native speakers in the natural environment of language use.
Research findings show that the manifestation of investigated nominal
morpho-syntactic categories in Bashagardi has a fundamental similarity with
the corresponding categories in standard reflecting their familial kinship.
Moreover and as a result of having dialectal peculiarities, Bashagardi utilizes
certain linguistic strategies to that aim, the most important of which are:
using peculiar definite and indefinite markers, exploiting a split-ergative
case-marking system and agent cilitics in the past tense system of transitive
verbs, employing distinct object pronominal clitics for past and non-past
tenses, and utilizing different verbal forms of “bit-en” “to have” (in all

tenses) along with split-ergative structure to represent possession.

Keywords: Noun, Bashagardi Dialect, Inflection, Clitic, Morpho-syntactic

Features.
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